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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK 


OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT YELLOWSTONE PARK, WYO. 


April 6, 19:3. 


MEMORANDUM for the Direvtor. 


Following is the report of activities for Yellowstone Setional *sark for 
the sonth of Yarch 191,31 


Weather Conditions. The severe weather which has been prevalent throughout 
the winter continued throughout most of the month of “arch, although the leat 
ten days were wild and reselted in a heavy run-off of anew around the Hasnoth 
area. The month really case in like « lion and while the last day wag stormy, 
there wore « few sunshiny, ware @. the saxiaw: tenperature ena 56° on “arch 
29 | the alnimus teuperature <19° on Merch 2. ‘there were 11 sub-serse days 
the month. The total precipitation for March was 1.65 inches, with « 
total snowfell of 23.5 inches recorded. There were a total of 9 clear, 10 partly 
Cloudy and 12 cloudy days during the month. 


& oonparisen of snow depths for seme of the wala points in the park ecover- 
ing a period of 10 years follows: 


Lootion 1954 1995 1956 19ST 1958 1939 IW IA IZ Ilo 


Lemar ? & 2 ig 20 & 8 3 il 28 
Bechler 15 61 34.1 68 fie 19 56 37-5 82 
Hortheast 30 jap ig 32 25 230i, 17 2g 59 
Gallatin 6 % %6 ? 7 Bw WwW UW 2% 
Lake % % 535 #3 & 27 2B me 2 6% 
Lewis River Divide ? ? 7 f@ WW, 486 es Sh jG 155 
Memmoth. - 68 10.9 1.0 2.9 brifte ¢ o 0 19 
Old Paithful 20 2.5 #7? 51 24 22 1S 27 70 
Snake Eiver 6@ & &© F 6&6 fb 8H 32 IP TT 
Tower Falls ? i2 26 i? 6s «@l 10 é § 13.8 535 
Best Yellowstone 7 4 39 51 2% ay 49 30 56 


ial Activities. Superintendent Hegere left the park om the evening of 
Hareh ange @ meeting with the Director, railroad officials and park 
ee ee park operstions for the ceasing summer and te discuss other 
te he gabe ie returned om the evening of March 15 with 
tenet Superintendent @emert, who wes called to Chicaze om Zarch 7 fer a con- 
ference with the Sirester ant Kegional Directors concerned, covering his trans- 
fer te Hot Springs Hationnl Park as Superintendent. Ur. iogers went to Livinge- 
ton om the evening of Mareh 17 to undergo an operntion for hernia at the Fark 
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hospital, which operation was performed on March 18. He remained in the hospi- 
tal until the end of the month. Assistant Superintendent Gert was acting 
during his absence. 


While last year the snowplows started out on larch 14 to clear the highways” 
and reached “est Yellowstone on the 19th and Old Yaithful om the 2lst, due to 
decreased funds and curtailed operations contemplated for the sumer, it was 
not expected to start the plows out this year until May 3. The unusual amount 
of snow in the interior of the park will slew up considerably the opening of 
the roads this year. 


Point rationing became effective throughout the country on March 1. Sefore 
the end of the month meat was being rationed and the only available close supply 
of meat for park residents, the butcher shop at Gardiner, closed its operations. 
This will necessitate park residents' getting their meat froe Livingston or 
other points moro than 60 miles away and may work considerable hardship, parti- 
eularly in view of the gasoline rationing. 


{ Mareh 20 Aesistant Chief Hanger #. ison jvans, Sr. Storekeeper “illiam 
& right end park photographer ¢. & Haynes received aprointmants as sembers of 
the Yellowstone Park Rationing Goard, which makes the board now congist of f. 
Paul Wileex, Chairman, CG. iimx Sauer, Yyean ©. Jenson, *. Leon “vans, “iliam A. 
Wright and J. d. Baynes. 


The Yellowstone Park Chairman of the Sed Cross Drive turned over to the 
Red Cross Chapter in Livingston, Montane on March 20, {405.00 which was collected 
in the perk fron perk residents. This was considerably over the quota expected. 


anepee tienes. A. UO. Woyer, im Charge of Sildlife and Range Menacenent, 

Region s e Se Poorest Service, Missoula, in Marek 2; eRe Johnaton, Investi- 
gator, Civil Service Commission, Denver, in March 4 to investigate former employees; 
Hex Stanton, Slemn Hill and Pred Meller of the Heart Mountein Helooation Project, 

in Wareh 9 with regard to moving €.C.¢. camp from Mammoth; frank Childs, legional 
Forester, Hegion Two, Gosha, in March 11, out 16th; Tom Miller, UJ. 5. Geological 
Survey, Boise, in March 26. 


Plens, Maps and seers Sutetanding final construction reports and ¢.C.C. 
camp records were disposed of but there are three active projects ani tyo oon- 
pleted jobs still awaiting final settlement. 


Two new rond development jobs were outlined on the project construction 
program for Custer Battlefield ational Conetery. 


A request was made on the Public Reads Administration, lenver, for certi- 
fication of road maintenance oil for the 193 season. ‘the request hee been 
recomended for certification by the district office of the °.R.A. and we ox- 
pect to receive certified copies of Porm 5-1 in the near future for use in ob- 
taining the bituminous material requested. 


Offiee routine consisted principally of the annual analysis and arrange- 
ment of maintenance costs, including snow removal for reporte and study. 
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General Publicity. A story regarding the #1 count which was concluded 
on March 1 was sent out the following day to the Assesiated Press and United 
Presa at Helena and te papers in the vicinity of the park. No other press re~- 
leases were sent out during the month. 


Read Maintenance. One heavy snowstorm and several minor storms occurred 
during the month. Snow operations wore continuous for practically the full 
month, March winds causing cansiderable drifting. tho road from Memmoth to 
Cooke wae widened to the shoulders for the entire distance. 


During an unusually ware spell, lasting about a week, toward the end of 

the month much of the snow in the lower areas selted and caused a rapid run-off, 
doing same damage to the road between Mawscth and Gardiner. ‘The chief reasons 
for thie damage was the lack of culverts ami the inadequacy of the very small 
drainage ditches. The average cross section of cur drainage ditehes is apprexi- 
mately 1 te 14 square feet, which is entirely inadequate to care for the drain- 
age during heavy rainstorms or from the rapid rum-off of melting snows in the 
spring 


The road to Gardiner wae closed one night, March 26, due to a large rock 
slide in the Gardiner Camyon. This was renoved with the use of dynamite and 
the C.C.c. bulldozer. The excessive moisture this year has caused a large number 
of small slides in this seme arva. 


The damage caused by the rapid run-off consisted cf washed ahoulders and 
softening of the oil mat in several pleces. the damage is roughly estimated at 
9690.00. 


Snow from around the fireplugs in Memmoth wae shoveled twice during the 
month. 


We are anticipating and endeavoring to mitigate some of the additional 
damages expected fron the spring thaws. 


The damage to Mesmeoth {uarters fo. 9, caused by fire, hus been completely 
renovated and the quarters are now ceoupied. Seconditioning of Apartment &, 
Building No. 1, at Mammoth is well umierway. A new hardwood floor is being laid 
and the walls and woodwork will be repaired. ‘alle and woodwork were civen two 
coats of paint at Apartment D, Suilding 70, and the floors waxed. 


Shingling of the quarters Nos. yi and 3, using asbestos shingles, was 
started by the carpenters during the month. ‘he removing of the old gutter and 
constructing of a new cornice on the tuseum bullding was completed. 


Park raters. The general store at Mammoth remained open throughout the 
month to Hemmoth residents. The estore handled the point rationing 
system without criticien. 


Definite plans for operations during the caning sumer have not as yet been 
worked out but it is not anticipated that any of the hotels or lodges will be 
operating and it is doubtful if the park buses will be permitted to operate. 
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None of the railroads serving the park expect to deliver their passengers to 
their railheade outside the park, although the Northern Pacific plans on bring- 
ing passengers from Livingston to Gerdiner by bue during the summer. It may be 
possible for the general stores at Old Faithful and Fishing Bridge to accommo- 
date euch visitors as might be able to reach here through the serving of meals 
and the furnishing of overnight lodging. it is expeoted that the Coffee Shep 
at Zemmoth will also be operating. 


ee Governmental Agencies, Eo construction work was underway dur- 
ing the * 


Inerease or Decrease in Travel. One hundred and eighty-five persens entered 
the park during Sekmmery 88 compered to 587 during tho sane month in 1942. The 
total persons entering for this travel year to date is 5,966 a8 compared with 
15,770 for 1942, a decrease of -),80i; or -61.%>. 


Forty-nine cars entered the park in Merch as compared to 51% during the 
sane month for 192. The total cars entering for this travel year to date Le 
2,083 as canpared with 5,058 for lGig-~a decrense of -2,975 or -55.8%. 


Ranger Service. Najor ski patrols were made to many of the more isolated 
sections of the park during March. The Sechler River legion waa covered. The 


Thorefare country was also covered, a¢ well as the Pelican Valley and Lemar River 
sections. The Thumd area was also visited to check on the bulldings and snow 
conditions. 


A Bighorn censue was made from “arch <2 to 29, inclusive, by park rangers. 
The Forest Service and Park Jervice cooperated in counting areas adjacent to 
Yellowstone. 


A total of 10 vacancies remained among the park ranger positions through- 
out the month. 


The snoplane which had been rented from Fred Aberoromble of Jackson, Wyo- 
ming was used throughout the month. A oumber of trips wore sade to Norris and 
Canyon for the purpose of transporting men in patrol. 


Pelice Protection. Ko law enforcement eases were held during the month. 


Wildlife Protection. Sighorn. A bighorn census was conducted fran serch 
22 to 29, inclusive, and 132 were counted by the seven men who participated. 
Pourteen of this number wore found in the Absaroka National forest area near 
Gardiner. On february 16 two were seen on Quadrant Mountain and |; were observed 
near the Snake River Renger Stetion on “arch 15, which brought the total to 138. 
Small bands were widely scattered over the northern winter range and conditions 
for counting were not favorable tut all the sore important know areas usually 
frequented by bighorns during the winter were carefully covered. 


By the end of Mareh,6 dead bighorns had been accounted for, All except 
one head aparently died of natural causes, A careful investigation made by three 
rangere determined that one large and apparently healthy ream had been killed by 
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coyotes near the Hoodoos. ‘the examination was made while the carcass was still 
warm and tracks in the snow revwaled that at least three coyotes participated 
in the kill. 


Buffalo. On March 9, 615 buffalo were counted on the feeding grounds at 
Lamar, but three days later more than 1,00 started down the valley. ‘fost of 
these returned within a few days as deep snow covered ail forage in the Zorse~- 
shoe area. During the balance of the month the buffalo wore restless and con- 
tinued to leave the feeding grounds frequently and return after « shert tims. 
However, at the close of March lese than 200 remained and the number varied 


from dey to day. 


Om March 20, 65 buffalo were counted outside the park but two days later 
12 had moved up to the Gane Kanch. On the 27th approximately 130 buffalo which 
hed left Lamar a few days before and traveled down the Yellowstone River were 
observed near Deckard Flat and the mouth of Sear Creek outside the park. They 
apparently did not continue their migration down the valley. 


During mid-March, 122 buffalo were seen in the “elican Creek area. They 
were generally in poor condition due to very deep snow which made forage diffi- 
eult to secure. It is probable that losses in this herd will be comparatively 
large. 


Deer. Deer have suffered extensive losses this winter and by the end of 
February rangers had tagged 24 carcasses. larch added 48 to the number of dead 
ones found bringing the total to G0. ‘this dows not represent the total lows 
since many were eaten by coyotes and mot found. fMumerous dead deer have been 
reported from areas adjacent to the north boundary where large numbers of the 
park deer have wintered but no cheek has been made to deterxine the number which 
have died. 


Ble. A census of the northern Yellowstone elk herd was conducted on Pebru- 
ary 26 and Warch 1 by the Montana Fish and Geme Department, forest Service and 
the Hetional Park Services. Counters found 4,966 elk outelde the park from Crevice 
to Yenkes Jim Canyon and 3,269 on the winter range inside the park. Although 
not ideal, counting conditions were generally favorable and the figure of 5,235 
is thought to closely represent the actual number of elk in the herd at that 
time. A report of the census was submitted jointly by the three agencies which 
participated in the undertaking. 


The eondition of elk observed varied from fair to good and losses to date 
have not been exceselve. Previous to arch 1 a total of 36 dead elk had been 
tagged inside the park and from March 1 to 51 the total rose to 159. It is an- 
ticipated that the heaviest losses will oceur during April and tiny so it is too 
early to mke any prediction regarding the totel loss which may oceur. the 
three agencies which conducted the elk census will cover the winter range te 
detersine as ecourately the extent of the losses. All carcasses found are 
tagged to avold duplication. 


Cold weather wiieh was recorded from March 1 to 22 and the severe bligsard 
of Mareh 1, which left a foot of new enow over the winter range hed ® marked ad- 
verse effect on all game animals but warmer weather tho last ten days of the month 
opened up additional ferage and elk started to move ulowly to higher elevations. 
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Pronghorn. Moat of the pronghorn ranged outside the park until the 
latter pa reh when gmall musbers began moving up the Yellowstone Kiver. 
Their condition is only fair and although some losses have cecurred the extent 
hes not been determined. 


On lareh 6, the wife of the ranger at the Gawe hanch saw two coyotes kill 
ar antelops about 100 yards south of the station. ths erueted enow allowed the 
coyotes to run on top whlie the antelope broke through, ming ite capture rele- 
tively oeasy for the predators. This sane snow condition has also enabled the 
soyotes to make frequent kills of deer throughout the winter. 


Forest Fire Froteetion. Generali. uring March considerable time was de- 
o fire provwots ons napection tripe were made to west Yellowatone and 
Lamar Districts. Three and one-half days were spont with Regional ‘orsster 
Childs while he wae in the park working on the forest protestion requirsnents 
report and other fire protection matters. 


er Service. Maroh 10 and 11 an inspection trip was made to ist Yellow- 
‘tone to review wort plans and general ranger work with District Hanger Jacobson. 
A general inspection of Lamar District was made Karch 26 in company with the 
Chief Ranger 


Yorest Fire Protection. On ‘arch 5 to 6, inclusive, a trip was made to 
Missoula, Montane by Assistant Chie? Ranger Maynard Zarrows, for the purpose of 
interviewing prospective applicants for fire guards in Tollowstene and to confer 
with Porest Service officials regarding fire protection. Very fow applicants 
wore available at Montana State University, but conferences with the Porest 
Service officials were worthwhile. iievional Forester Childs and Assistant 
Chief Ranger Cannivina and District Kanger Nelson (Glacier) were in Missouls 
at the sane tine. 


Reclassification papers on 1, fire guard positions were subaltted and « 
etudy was mada of additional ¥.P. and *.?. funds needed. A report was submitted. 
The Annual forestry Report was completed and submitted. Preliminary letters were 
written to U. 3. Gaployment Service offices and forest Fire Fighters Service 
organisations in the three states adjacent to Yellowstone regarding manpower 


4& five and one-half day foreat and building fire training program was cut~- 
lined and assignments made to sight instructors. it ia planned to held this 
school during the latter part of April with 15 or 20 trainees attending. “ost 
of the trainees will be new park rangers and so the training will deal with 
basic subjects for the most part. 


Miscellaneous. The regular monthly meeting of the Yederal “maployees Union 
Noe b> was held in the Canteen on Nareh 2. 


The Lecal Civil Service Board held an examination for mechanic learner on 
Wareh 25, in which thers were two competitors. 


, Je We iene rt » 
oe~ Region Two Acting Superintendent. 
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